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LETTER 

TO  THE 

People  of  England \ 

LETTER  VII. 

H  E  greateft  people  this  world  ever 
i  faw,  and,  probably,  will  ever  fee, 
gave  public  thanks  to  their  general, 
who,  after  he  had  by  his  own  obftinacy  loft 
fourfcore  thoufand  of  his  fellow  citizens  at  the 
battle  of  Gannas,  had  no  other  merit  than 
collecting  the  remains  of  his  army,  and  bring¬ 
ing  them  fafe  to  Rome  :  this  dreadful  defeat, 
which  came  upon  the  back  of  many  others, 
did  not  hinder  this  great  minded  people  from 
thanking  the  author  of  it  for  not  having  de- 
fpaired  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  confequence  I  would  draw  from  this 
inftance  in  the  Roman  Hiftory,  is,  that  if 
Terentius  Varro,  after  fo  fatal  a  mifcarriage, 
could  deferve  the  thanks  of  his  country  for  the 
fingle  virtue  of  not  having  defpaired  of  the 
common-wealth,  it  muft  be  proportionally 
criminal  to  defpair  of  it  under  any  afflidting 
circum fiances,  or  a  more  afflidling  profpedt. 
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Let  us  not  then  defpair  of  our  country  :  It 
is  our  duty,  and  to  fpeak  in  the  language  of 
this  age,  our  intereft,  not  to  defpair  of  it. 

We  have  loft  Minorca  it  is  true :  Nay  we 
have  loir  our  reputation,  where  we  ufed  to 
triumph,  at  fea  :  We  are  almoft  linking  under 
a  load  of  taxes  :  The  earth  that  feeds  us  ;  the 
air,  that  cheers  us ;  the  fire,  that  warms  us, 
are  all  taxed ;  water  is  the  only  element  which 
has  hitherto  elcaped  the  fagacity  of  our  minis¬ 
ters  ;  they  have  refpedted  That  as  religioufly, 
as  the  penfions  they  receive,  or  give  ;  but  we 
muft  take  care  not  to  drink  even  water  out 
of  glafs,  or  filver  :  For  both  thefe  have  felt 
the  touch  of  the  minifterial  wand,  and  will 
prefently  convey  the  magic  to  this  harmlefs 
liquor.  ■' 

If  our  taxes  are  already  intollerable,  what 
name  fhall  we  give  to  them  when  they  encreafe 
upon  us  r  as  encreafe  they  muft,  if  we  go  on, 
in  making  fubfidies  the  bafis  of  all  our  treaties 
with  foreign  princes,  who  are  fure  to  violate 
thofe  treaties  for  greater  fubfidies;  in  hiring 
mercenary  troops  at  an  unheard-of  expencc  ; 
in  tranfporting  them  hither,  in  order  to  double 
that  expence  ;  and  to  be  laughed  at  in  trans¬ 
porting  them  back  again,  whenever  the  Secu¬ 
rity,  or  the  intereft  of  the  princes  we  hired 
th  em  of  fhall  require  it. 

Thefe  are  aggravating  circumftances  no 
doubt ;  and  fo  are  many  more,  which  I  for¬ 
bear  to  mention,  becaufe  my  defign  is  not 

to 
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to  inflame,  but  to  relieve  you  :  Not  but  I  could 
wifli  that  the  commiflioners  of  the  cuftoros 
and  excite  would  order  their  feveral  darks  to 
colled  and  publish  a  didionary  of  taxes,  diftin- 
guifhing  the  reigns,  and  years  of  every 
prince,  who  has  ereded  thefe  monuments 
of  his  affedion  for  his  fubjeds ;  monu¬ 
ments,  as  Horace  fays,  more  lafling  than  brafs , 
and  proof  againji  the  bite  of  f  sowers,  the  impo¬ 
tence  of  winds,  and  the  flight  of  time :  For,  of 
all  fublunary  things,  taxes,  I  believe,  are  the 
moll  permanent.  Such  a  didionary  would  be 
as  edifying  as  volumnious,  while  all  the  untax- 
ed  articles  might  be  contained  in  a  horn-book. 

But  thefe,  and  all  other  miferies,  and  mif- 
carriages,  which  are  plainly  laid  before  you 
in  a  fourth  letter  to  the  people  of  England 
has  with  all  the  power  of  thought  and  lan- 
guage,  are  only  confequential,  not  original, 
calamities.  Our  wounds  lie  deeper,  and 
muff  be  opened,  in  order  to  be  cured.  It  is 
not  a  change  of  minifters,  but  a  change  of 
meafures,  that  mult  eradicate  the  evil  which 
has  long  lince  been  preying  upon  our  vitals,  and 
is  now  come  to  a  cribs. 

In  all  free  governments  the  two  great  points 
upon  which  the  attention  of  legiflatora  has 
turned,  are  the  fecurity  of  domeftic  liberty 
againft  the  men  in  power ;  and  the  fecurity  of 
the  nation  againft  foreign  enemies.  The  me¬ 
thods  of  efifeding  thefe  two  points  are  fo  ob¬ 
vious,  that,  in  mentioning  them,  I  thall  rather 
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put  you  in  mind  of  your  own  reflexions,  than 
communicate  my  thoughts  It  is  an  eftablifhed 
principle  in  philofophy,  that  the  Ampler,  and 
the  lels  entangled  any  fyftem  is,  the  greater 
chance  it  has  of  being  the  true  one  :  Let  not, 
therefore,  the  limplicity  of  the  means  I  have 
to  propofe  to  you,  derogate  from  their  value, 
nor  defeat  your  hopes  of  their  operation  :  Few 
they  are,  indeed,  in  number,  and  as  eflfedual, 
as  obvious  :  They  carry  with  them  no  inno¬ 
vation  in  our  conftitution  3  but  a  reftitution 
to  the  rights,  which  your  anceftors  long  en¬ 
joyed  :  Thefe  are  annual  parliaments,  and  a 
general  militia.  And  thefe  two  laws,  I  am 
perfuaded,  would  ftrike  the  court  of  Verfailles 
with  greater  terror,  than  millions  granted 
every  feflions  of  parliament,  and  all  the  royal 
navy  of  Great  Britain  commanded  by  parlia¬ 
mentary  admirals  and  captains. 

But,  of  thefe  two  points,  fo  eflfential  to 
your  liberty  and  fecurity,  I  fhal!  fpeak  in  their 
order  5  and  begin  with  annual  parliaments, 
your  only  hope,  without  which  every  thing  elfe 
will  be  precarious. 

That  your  anceftors  enjoyed  the  glorious 
privilege  of  annual  parliaments,  from  the  firfh 
inftitution  of  thofe  affemblies,  during  many 
ages ;  and  that  this  privilege  was  fecured  to 
them,  not  only  by  the  common  law  of  this 
realm,  but,  alfo,  by  two  ads  of  parliament 
pafted  by  Edward  the  third,  as  great  a  prince, 
both  in  peace  and  war,  as  ever  fwayed  the 
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fceptre  of  this  or  any  other  nation,  will  not 
be  denied  by  any  man,  but  by  thole  who  have 
employed  more  of  their  time  in  deftroying 
the*  conftitution  of  their  country,  than  in 
ftudying  the  hiftory  of  it.  What  crime  then 
have  your  anceftors  of  a  later  date,  or  you 
yourfelves  committed  to  be  deprived  of  the 
liberty  of  confirming  every  year,  or  rejecting 
thofe  of  your  reprefentatives,  who  have  per¬ 
formed,  or  negleCted  their  duty  ;  a  right,  as 
inherent  to  parliaments,  as  parliaments  are  to 
your  conftitution  ? 

But,  I  fuppofe,  your  anceftors,  who  en¬ 
joyed  this  right,  paid  more  every  year  to  the 
fupport  of  the  governments  they  lived  under, 
and  were  more  affectionate  to  them  :  This  is 
fio  far  otherwife,  that  there  is  above  fifteen 
times  more  money  now  railed  annually  from 
the  fweat  of  your  brows,  let  whatever  allow¬ 
ances  be  made  for  the  difference  in  the  value 
of  money,  than  was  paid  by  any  or  them,  in 
any  year,  towards  all  the  exigencies  of  the 
government :  and  I  defy  the  moft  determined 
of  your  enemies  to  point  out  any  period  in  the 
Englifh  hiftory,  during  which  the  prince  upon 
the  throne,  either  deferved,  or  had,  a  greater 
fhare  in  the  affedtions  of  his  fubjedts,  than 
his  prefent  majefty,  during  a  reign,  long 
indeed  in  its  duration,  but  fhort  in  our 
wifhes. 

But,  it  feems,  annual  parliaments  will  pro¬ 
duce  annual  tumults :  They  will  not  lay  an¬ 
nual 
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mial  corruption,  but  annual  riots.  So  far  from 

,nn  ;  ,1  fnnUf  Parhamen'ts  wiI!  Produce  neither 
annual  tumults,  nor  annual  riots,  but  will 

and  Cl  V/I  t  le-natKia  from  Septennial  corruption, 
•  ’  w  ^  Js  infinitely  worfe,  feptennial  per- 

joiy.  1  hat  annual  parliaments  will  not  pro¬ 
duce  annual  riots,  let  the  example -of  the  city 

°  °.,  on  coovince  you,  where  the  common 

C?a“nc‘  men  are  chofen  annually  with  as  little 
unturbance,  as  their  pariffi  officers.  The  pre¬ 
tence  of  preventing  tumults  and  diforders  is  a 
-  e  "gument,  and  has  always  been  made 
Uxe  ox  by  thofe,  who,  fenfible  that  they  have 
delerved  the  refentment  of  the  people,  have 
no  other  way  of  preventing  the  effedts  of  that 
i  cientment,  than  by  preventing  them  from  an 
opportunity  of  fhewingit. 

Dion  Caffius  (who  by  the  way  lived  under 
an  ablolute  prince)  in  order  to  prepoffiefs  his 
readers  with  his  own  fervile  notion  that  the 
death  of  the  firft  Caffar,  which  he  is  going  to 
relate,  was  an  impiety,  inftead  of  the  laft  effort 
ol  expiring  liberty,  congratulates  the  Romans 
upon  the  lofs  of  their  freedom,  and  fays,  that 
it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  be  preferved  un- 
lefs  they  were  united,  and  impoffible  for  them 
to  be  united,  as  long  as  they  enjoyed  their  li- 
mty.  1  his  indeed  was  the  way  to  unite 
them:  And,  under  the  aufpicesof  this  bleffed 
union  have  I  feen  the  gaily  Haves  atMarfeilles 
march  along  the  ffreets,  all  linked  to  one  chain 

with 


with  all  the  harmony  imaginable :  They 
were  united  certainly,  but  united  in  flavery. ' 

Able  minifters,  who  know  that  all  govern¬ 
ments  depend  upon  the  confent  of  the  govern¬ 
ed,  will  endeavour  to  gain,  not  to  force,  that  • 
confent :  Confent  indeed  may  be  forced  for  a 
time,  but  nothing  but  the  intereft  of  the 
governed,  and  the  fenfe  of  that  intereft, 
can  render  it  durable :  And  various  acci¬ 
dents  may  happen,  where  the  peoples  aftedtion, 
always  defpifed  in  profperity,  and  applied  to  in 
diftrefs,  may  be  the  only  refuge;  and,  in  the 
article  of  danger  nothing  but  the  hopes,  either 
of  fecuring  the  liberty  they  enjoy,  or  of  re¬ 
gaining  the  liberty  they  have  loft,  can  infure 
their  afliftance. 

Will  any  man  dare  to  avow  that  he  pays  a 
greater  regard  to  the  affairs  of  his  own  family, 
than  to  Thofe  of  the  public  r  and  yet  there  is 
•not  fo  thoughtlefs  a  fpendthrift  among  all  the 
fons  of  whim,  who  would  truft  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  eftate  to  a  fteward  irrevocably  for 
feven  years.  Among  all  the  various  traps 
which  art  lays  for  extravagance,  this,  I  dare 
fay,  is  too  difcoverable  to  have  been  ever  at¬ 
tempted. 

But  you  play  deeper  ftill ;  your  feptennial 
irrevocable  ftewards  have  an  unlimited  com¬ 
mand,  not  only  over  your  property,  but  aifo 
over  your  liberty.  They  may  by  law,  if  they 
fhould  ever  think  fo  fitting,  tax  you  ten  (hil¬ 
lings  in  the  pound ;  and  by  the  falaries  they 

may 
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may  hereafter  receive  out  of  thofe  taxes,  not 
pay  for  their  own  ihare  one  (hilling  in  the 
pound  :  1  hey  may  think  the  term  of  feven 
years  not  long  enough  to  complete  their  own 
fortunes,  and  your  mifery  ;  and,  in  order  to 
effedt  the  completion  of  both,  they  may  pro¬ 
long  their  term  for  four  years,  or  for  feven 
years  longer ;  nay  they  may  perpetuate  them- 
felves :  And,  if  they  Ihould  ever  do  any  one, 
or  even  all  ot  thefe  things,  the  law  would 
give  a  fandlion  to  all. 

It  is  true,  that,  in  any  of  the  lall  mention¬ 
ed  cafes,  the  eledted  would  Hand  in  your 
places,  and  become  the  eledtors :  No  matter  ; 
the  law,  like  an  indulgent  parent,  would 
overlook  all  thefe  irregularities,  and  fay  that 
what  ought  not  to  have  been  done,  is  valid 
when  done ;  and  would  fuppofe  that,  when 
you  chofe  your  reprefentatives  for  three  years, 
you  delegated  to  them  a  power  of  prolonging 
their  term  for  feven  years,  or  even  of  perpe- 
tuating  themlelves.  Thefe  are  the  fatal  conle- 
quences  of  departing  from  the  conftitution 
of  your  anceftors ;  and  the  only  way  of  pre¬ 
venting  thefe  confequences  is  to  return  to  that 
conftitution. 

But,  fay  you,  the  fame  thing  may  happen 
in  annual  parliaments ;  we  muft  trull  our  re¬ 
prefentatives  with  the  fame  powers ;  and  thefe 
powers  annual  parliaments  may  abufe,  as  well 
as  triennial,  or  feptennial  parliaments.  The 
fadt  I  own,  but  deny  the  confequence. 
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That  an  annual  parliament  may  abule  its 
power,  and  prolong  its  term,  mud  be  allow¬ 
ed  ;  it  is  a  poflibiiity,  which  the  utmod  ex¬ 
tent  of  human  forefight,  fuch,  as  dictated 
your  noble  plan  of  government  to  your  ances¬ 
tors,  could  not  guard  againd. 

But,  in  order  to  effect  this,  let  us  conftder 
what  mud  happen  :  In  the  fird  place,  if  you 
can  obtain  annual  parliaments  (and,  if  you 
will,  you  can  obtain  them)  this  law'  will  be 
punctually  obferved,  even  in  this  nation,  for 
Some  time  ;  during  which,  it  will  from  its 
obvious  benefits  take  fuch  root,  that  an  an¬ 
nual  parliament  might  as  foon  repeal  all  your 
laws,  as  this,  .which  will  prefently  be  looked 
upon  as  the  Support  of  them  all. 

Befides,  in  order  to  repeal  this  law,  you 
yourfelves  mud  be  fird  bribed  to  chule  fuch 
men,  as  will  be  the  proper  indruments  for 
Such  dirty  work ;  and  what  minidry  can  bribe 
you  without  votes  of  credit,  which  an  annual 
parliament  will  never  grant  ?  fecure  therefore 
againd  being  bribed,  you  will  be  fecure  of 
being  virtuous ;  and  will  chafe  not  fuch  men 
as  will  be  recommended  to  you,  but  Such  as 
will  recommend  themlelves.  Thefe  therefore 
are  the  obvious  benefits  reiuiting  from  annual 
parliaments ;  you  will  preierve  your  liberty, 
and  the  parent  of  that  liberty  your  virtue ; 
unbribed,  unperjured,  courting  no  man,  fear¬ 
ing  no  man,  and  hearkening  to  no  other  voice 
but  to  that  of  your  own  confidences,  you  will 
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chufc  fuch  repiefentatives  every  year,  as  you 

moil  confide  in ;  and,  ii  you  are  difappointed 

in  your  choice,  you  will  reject  them  the  year 
alter.  ■ 

And,  if  once  you  recover  your  right  to  annual 
pai  iiai nents,  you  have  all  the  reafoa  m  the  world 
to  expect  the  bleffing  will  be  permanent ;  be- 
caufe,  whatever  influence,  fair  or  unfair,  the 
m  ini  (lets  may  hereafter  have  in  both  houfes, 
ana  whatever  may  be  their  determination  in 
confluence  or  that  influence,  your  fovereigns 
content  will  be  neceilary  to  renew  your 
lla\ eiy  :  And  I  fhould  as  foon  fufpedt  king 
George  the  Second  of  confenting  to  repeal 
the  act  of  fettlement  in  order  .to  deprive  his 
family  or  the  fucceffion,  as  of  confenting  to 
repeal  the  act  for  annual  parliaments,  in  order 
.  to  deprive  his  fubjeds  of  their  liberty. 

I  proceed  now  to  the  militia  bill,  which  is 
as  neceflary  to  fecure  you  agamfl:  your  foreign, 
as  annual  parliaments  are  to  fecure  you  againft 
your  domeftic  enemies.  This  is  a  point 
which  has  been  much  laboured  by  all  the 
friends  of  liberty ;  particularly  by  a  perion 
whole  learning  and  great  parts,  hereditary 
parts,  are  as  confpicuous,  as  his  zeal  for  the 
intereft  of  his  country,  or  as  the  great  fortune 
and  dignity  he  will  certainly  deferve,  and  pro¬ 
bably  one  day  enjoy  in  it  :  But  the  bill  for  a 
militia,  palled  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  lad  fellions,  is  a  greater  argument  in 
favor  oi  it,  than  any  private  authority  how 

great 
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great  foever :  To  which  may  be  added  the 
concurrent  petitions  from  every  part  of  the 
nation,  all  echoing  to  the  voice  of  their  re- 
prefentatives  (and  this  is  a  conftitutional  echo) 
which  both  fugged  and  juftiiy  an  endeavour 
to  recommend  a  meafure  fo  advantageous  at 
a  1  times,  and  fo  neceflary  at  this,  when  the 
fecurity  of  tiie  royal  family,  and  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  nation  call  aloud  for  the 
enacting  of  it. 

The  merits  of  a  general  militia  bill  feem 
principally  to  turn  on  this,  whether  a  free 
people  ought  to  trud  the  defence  of  their 
liberty  to  foreign,  or  to  national  forces.  We 
lhall  be  abided  in  this  inquiry  by  examples 
drawn  from  hidory,  which,  notwithdanding 
the  great  genius  of  the  prefent  age  abound¬ 
ing  m  mother-wit,  an  ounce  of  which  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  preferable  to  a  pound  of  learning, 
will  however  be  acknowledged  to  be  of  fome 
little  ufe  in  the  conducd  of  public  affairs.  . 

The  greated  nations  ancient  hidory  pre- 
fents  to  our  view  are  the  Romans,  and  Car¬ 
thaginians  ;  the  former  of  whom  never  made, 
ufe  of  foreign  troops,  till  the  Second  Purdc 
war,  when,  the  commonwealth  being  exhr>u  Ik¬ 
ed,  of  men  by  their  reiterated  defeats,  t'ae 
Scipio’s,  one  the  father,  and  the  c  r]-.cv  the 
uncle  of  the  fil’d  Scipio  African  us,  ,v*l0  then 


commanded  in  Spain,  took  3 
into  their  fervice ;  and  thele,  1 
by  the  Carthaginians,  turr 
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mafters,  defeated  the  Romans,  and  occafioned 
the  death  of  both  their  generals. 

The  other  example  will  be  drawn  from  the 
Cartnaginians  themfelves ;  who,  after  the 
fil'd  Punic  war  had  been  put  an  end  to  by  a 
peace  with  the  Romans,  (aw  their  country 
laid  wade  by  the  foreign  troops  they  had  hired 
in  that  war,  their  country  lioules  fet  on  fire, 
and  at  lad  Carthage  itfelf  belieged  by  them  : 
Great  was  their  diftrefs  ,  greater  than  could, 
at  that  time,  have  been  brought  upon  them 
even  by  ttie  Remans,  againd  whom  they  had 
lined  theft;  foreign  troops  :  And  it  was  owing 
to  the  uncommon  abilities  of  Amilcar,  the 
Carthaginian  general,  that  Carthage  did  not 
become  a  prey  •  to  the  mutiny  of  her  own 
mercenaries.  The  reader  will  remember  that 
Livy,  and  Polybius  relate  both  thefe  finds  with 
many  circumdances  more  favourable  to  my 
prelent  argument  than  I  have  room  to  infert. 

Let  us  now  take  a  furvey  of  the  free  dates  . 
fubfiding,  at  this  day  in  Europe  >  their  num¬ 
ber,  alas!  is  reduced  to  fo  few,  that  fuch  a 
furvey  is  but  too  eafily  taken.  Defpotic 
princes,  artful  miniders,  and  corrupted  na¬ 
tions  have  ledened  the  number  of  free  dates 
fo  far,  that,  befides  our  own,  the  Venetians, 
the  Dutch,  and  the  Swift  Cantons,  can  alone 
lay  claim  to  that  appellation. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  the  thirteenth  cen¬ 
tury  the  fenate  of  the  former  palled  a  vote  by 

their  own  authority,  without  the  confent  of 

»  * 

their 
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their  condiments,  that  thethen  prelent  members, 
and  their  poderity,  fiiould  ever  alter  conditute 
the  lenate,  exclufively  of  the  red  of  their  fel¬ 
low  citizens  :  after  this,  Gentlemen,  you  will 
not  wonder  that  any  motion  for  a  national 
militia  mud  have  been  thrown  out  by  fuch  a 
fenate  >  and  that  it  has  been  the  uniform  policy 
of  the  fenate  of  Venice  to  employ  foreign 
troops,  and  to  truft  the  whole  of  the  Vene¬ 
tian  liberty,  or  what  they  call  lb,  to  the  pre¬ 
carious.  abidance  of  foreigners,  rather  than  to 
the  natural  fupport  of  the  natives,  who,  when 
armed,  might  be  tempted  to  ask  fawcy  quel- 
tions,  and  to  inquire  by  what  authority  their 
equals  came  to  be  their  maders. 

The  Dutch  call  themfelves  a  free  people ; 
but  have  departed  from  the  union ,  upon 

which  their  freedom-  was  founded  :  By  the 

•»* 

terms  of  that  union,  which,  with  our  adid- 
ance,  enabled  them  to  lliake  off*  the  Spanilh 
yoke,  the  people  in  every  city  and  town  had 
a  right  to  chufe  their  own  magiftrates.  This 
right  their  magidrates  have  by  fraud  and  vio¬ 
lence  deprived  the  people  of ;  and  thefe  magif¬ 
trates  now  every  where  create  one  another ; 
jud;  as  the  corruption  of  their  cheele  ingenders 
maggots.  And  here  again  we  are  not  to  won¬ 
der  if  the  Venetian  policy  prevails,  and  fills 
their  armies  with  foreign  troops,  who  fight 
for  pay  alone,  without  any  regard  to  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  country  they  are  hired  to  defend. 
But  the  ulurpation  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
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does  not  dop  here  :  t  or  their  (elf  chofen  ma- 
gif  (rates  chufe  the  deputies  to  the  hates  general, 

Y°,’  confecluently,  are  not  the  reprefentatives 
of  tlie  people,  but  of  thefe  magiftrates.  By 
this  refinement  of  Dutch  policy  they  have 

transformed  their  government  to  afydcm  that 

wants  a  name  among  the  writers  upon  politics  : 
t  is  neither  a  monarchy,  nor  a  democracy 
noa  an  aridocracy,  but  in  oppofition  to  the 
lalt,  a  caciftocracy,  a  government  of  the  worft 
men.  From  hence  follows  a  general  imbezel- 
ment  of  their  finances  ;  a  decay  of  all  trade, 
but  that  which  is  contraband  ;  and  a  violation 
of  the  mod  folemn  treaties  towards  a  nation 
that  nrd  effablilhed,  and,  within  thefe  ten 
years,  preferved  their  commonwealth,  to  be 
branded,  during  the  little  time  it  will  lad, 
with  the  imamy  of  ingratitude.  However, 
their  Ead  India  company  underdands  the 
genius  of  the  natives  better  than  their  hate, 
and  fends  only  Dutch  foldiers  to  their  fettle- 
uients  in  that  part  of  the  world,  as  the  bed 
qualified  to  m  a  fiacre  unarmed  Chinefe  for 
their  money,  and  defenceiefs  Englilhmen  for 
nutmegs. 

Turn  your  eyes  now,  Gentlemen,  from 
the  corruption  of  the  Dutch,  to  the  virtue 
of  the  Svvifs  :  They  dill  preferve  their  liberty, 
though  furrounded  with  tyrants  on  every  fide  : 
And  how  do  they  preferve  it  ?  By  national 
forces.  And  now  let  me  put  a  cafe,  which 
has  often  happened  ;  that  an  alliance  of  all 

their 
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their  powerful  neighbours  was  formed  to  in- 
flave  them ;  and  that  in  confequence  of  this 
threatned  invafion,  a  diet  was  fummoned  to 
confider  of  the  means  of  defending  tliem- 
felves  :  And  here  let  me  ask  any  Gentleman, 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  genius  and  policy 
of  this  nation,  what  treatment  any  member 
of  that  diet  muft  exped,  who  lhould  gravely 
propole  to  fend  for  foreign  troops  to  defend 
the  liberties  of  his  country.  Are  the  Swils 
more  attached  to  their  conftitution  than  Eng- 
lilhmen  >  arc  they  braver  ?  Both  thele  ques¬ 
tions  muft  be  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  by 
every  man  who  refufes  to  truft  the  latter  with 
arms  to  defend  their  king  and  country.  The 
enjoyment  of  liberty  has  infpired  the  Swils 
with  an  affedion  for  their  country :  dilcipline 
and  addon  have  made  them  foldiers :  Englilh- 
men  moft  afluredly  enjoy  their  liberty  and 
fomething  more,  though  not  more  valuable, 
licencioufnefs ;  and  difcipline,  which  they 
both  want  and  defire,  and  adion,  which  pro¬ 
bably  they  will  not  want,  will  foon  make 
them  foldiers. 

I  lay  the  greater  ftrels  on  the  Swifs  nation, 
becaufe  liberty,  which  has  been  banilhed  from 
all  other  parts  of  Europe,  has  taken  refuge 
in  their  country,  and  in  our  own  :  For  which 
reafbn,  if  ours  fliould  ever  be  inflaved  by 
fraud,  or  force,  thole  among  us,  who  had 
rather  hear  the  mileries  of  their  fellow  citizens 

at  adiftanee^  than  be  eye  witnefles  of  them, 

are 
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arc  fine  to  find  a  faie  and  honourable  retreat 
among  this  people;  where  many  of  them, 
ror  reaions  too  well  known  to  be  mentioned, 
have  received  their  education  ;  and  then  will 
be  venfied  the  oofervation  of  Livy  upon  the 

denrudion  of  Alba,  crefcit  inter ea  Roma 
A^hiC  minis. 

bciGre  I  difintls  the  confideration  of  a  gene- 
tal  militia,  you  will  give  me  leave  to  mention 
one  thing  which  I  think  of  importance. 
Since  the  French  armies  were  firft  command¬ 
ed  by  Manhal  Saxe,  they  have  brought  into 
the  field  fuch  trains  of  artillery,  as  never  had 
been  heard  of  in  former  wars  :  By  this  means, 
the  fate  of  every  bat  tie  is  decided  by  engineers 
not  by  foldiers.  Whether  this  improvement 
in  the  art  of  wrar  was  owing  to  a  diftruft  of 
their  men,  or  to  a  regard  for  their  fafety, 
which  is  certainly  very  commendable,  there 
is  nothing  more  fure,  than  that  we  ought  to 
imitate  them,  and  be  taught  by  our  enemies. 

I  would  therefore  propole  that  if  you  can  ob¬ 
tain  a  militia  bill,  I  mean  a  general  militia 
bill,  which  alone  can  enable  you  to  defend 
yourlelves  againft  falle  friends,  and  open 
enemies,  That  every  parilh  in  England  be  fup- 
plied  with  a  cannon  of  between  20,  or  30 
pound  ball,  with  ammunition  proportionable  ; 
and  that,  upon  every  review,  thele  cannon  be 
drawn  out,  and  fired  with  pow'der. 

By  this  means,  if  our  enemies  lhould  take 
the  advantage  of  dark  nights,  or  hazy  wea¬ 
ther. 


tiler,  while  our  naval  commanders  are  in- 
gaged  in  adjufting  the  prerogatives  of  feme 
mayor  of  a  corporation,  or  in  lbme  more 
weighty  affairs  at  the  admiralty,  or  at  White’s, 
they  may  be  received  with  two  or  three  hun¬ 
dred  pieces  of  cannon,  their  own  arms,  and 
eighty  or  ninety  thoufand  militia,,!  both  which 
will  loon  be  encreafed  to  twice  that  number. 
And  I  am  as  much  convinced  as  I  can  be  of 
any  mathematical  demonftration  that  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  fuch  an  armament  would  not  only  pre- 
ferve  us  Irom  any  attack  of  an  enemy,  but  alfo 
give  great  weight  to  our  minifters  in  every 
foreign  negotiation  ;  this  would  enable  them 
to  aft  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of 
the  Englilh  nation ;  inftead  of  purchafing 
allies,  they  would  command  them ;  and  in¬ 
ftead  of  meanly  foliciting  aiflflance  at  a  mon- 
ftrous  expence,  and  of  being  reiuled  by  thole, 
upon  whom  they  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  de¬ 
pend,  they  would  let  all  the  nations,  with 
whom  they  treated,  know,  that  England  was 
fecure  at  home,  and  in  a  condition  of  grant¬ 
ing,  not  of  wanting,  afTiftance. 

:  In  this  refpeftable  light  will  England  ap¬ 
pear,  if  you  obtain  a  general  militia  bill  qua¬ 
lified  in  the  manner  1  have  mentioned.  Op- 
prelled  though  you  are  with  taxes ;  bullied 
and  traduced  as  pirates  by  your  enemies, 
whofe  lofs,  not  virtue,  gives  you  that  appella¬ 
tion  ;  deferted  by  your  friends ;  and  impo ve¬ 
rified  by  an  army,  large  enough  to  ruin  you, 

D  '  '  but 
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but  noL  to  clc.end  you,  {till  have  you  a  refource 
myomfoves;  but  this  refource  cannot  exert 
itieir  without  a  general  militia  bill  to  give, 
and  juftily,  its  vigor ;  without  That,  you  are 

chained  down  a  delenceiels  prey  to  the  firft 
invader.  :  , 

And,  among  other  refources,  you  may  be 
allured  that^  you  are  in  pofleffion  of  a  man 

PreveiUlnS>  and  alleviating, 
diitienes,  than  any  nation  at  this  time  m 

Europe  can  boafl  of;-  a  man  of  great  parts 
greatly  cultivated ;  one,  who,  from  his  con- 
verfatton  with  all  hill  ones  in  their  own  lan¬ 
guages,  can  find  nothing  new  in  the  conduct 
of  public  affairs  ;  in  which  the  interefi:  of  his 
king  and  country  requires  that  he  fhould  be  an 
adfur,  rather  than  a  fpedbitor.;  his  mind, 
equally  capable  of  adopting  the  free  princi¬ 
ples,  and  Ihining  thoughts  of  .  Athens  and 
Rome,  will  apply  them  both  to  fecure,  and 
adorn  your  liberty ;  and,  if  ever  he  oppofed 
what  you  thought  conducive  to  it,  lie  could 
have  no  other  realon  for  that  oppofition,  than, 
becaufe  he  did  not  think  the  plan  extenfive 
enough  to  fe cure  it :  But,  if  ever  thele  great 
parts,  and  great  accompli  ihments  fhould  be 
employed  to  defeat  a  plan  more  extenfive,  and 
consequently  more  beneficial,  you  will  all  look 
upon,  and  treat  them  both  as  the  embellifh- 
ments  not  of  truth,  but  of  deceit,  and  exert¬ 
ed  not  to  fecure  liberty,  but  to  render  flavery 
plaufible. 


Your 
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Your  a n airs  are  now  brought  to  a  crifis: 
Ji  you  cannot,  or  rather  will  not  obtain  a 
general  militia  a£t,  the  devaluation  of  this  fer¬ 
tile  country,  the  plundering  of  your  houfes, 
the  ravilhment  of  your  wives  and  daughters, 

_  i/  / 

and  the  deurudfion  of  the  royal  family,  with 
which  your  own  fafety  is  intimately  blended, 
will  be  effected  by  the  power,  and,  what  is 
worle,  the  infolence  of  your  enemy.  . 

You  will  remember,  Gentlemen,  that  in 
the  year  1588,  when  Philip  the  lecond  invaded 
this  nation  with  a  fleet  of  150  men  of  war, 
of  an  enormous  fize  (for  this  is  the  account 
which  all  hiflonans  give  of  them)  with 
19,000  land  forces  onboard,  while  the  prince 
of  Parma,  the  greateft  general  of  his  age,  was 
waiting  his  opportunity  at  Newport  to  em¬ 
bark,  on  board  another  fleet,  30,000  foot, 
allowed  to  be  the  belt  difoiplined  army  then 
in  Europe  ;  Queen  Elizabeth’s  minifters  never 
thought  of  fending  for  foreign  troops  to  de¬ 
fend  this  nation  from  fo  formidable  an  attack 
both  by  foa  and  land ;  but  trufted  the  fafety 
of  her  perfon,  and  the  liberty  of  her  people, 
to  the  loyalty  and  courage  of  that  people:  and 
yet  no  reign  had  ever  been  more  fertile  in  plots, 
levelled,  not  only  againft  her  dignity,  but 
even  againft  her  perfon  :  Elowever,  Burleigh 
and  Walfingham,  her  great  and  worthy  minif¬ 
ters,  thought  the  fecurity  of  England  ought 
to  depend  upon  Englifhmen  alone :  And,  if 
the  Spaniards  had  landed,  and  the  prince  of 

D  z  Parma 


Parma  had  joined  them  with  his  veteran 

army,  I  have  fo  good  an  opinion  of  our  ancef- 

tors,  that  I  make  not  the  lead  doubt  but  they 

would  have  given  a  good  account  of  them  : 

My  reafon  is  this,  I  have  leen  a  record  of  the 

muder  rolls  at  that  very  time,  containing  a 

very  exabt  account  of  the  militia  then  railed 

in  every  county,  city,  and  corporation  in 

England  ;  and  the  whole  amounted  to  no  lefs 

than  191,000  men :  And  will  any  man  in  his 

lends  fay  that  luch  number  of  Englilhmen, 

animated  by  their  attachment  to  the  bed  of 

► 

princes,  by  her  prelence,  and  by  their  love  to 
liberty,  would  not  have  repulled,  killed,  or 
taken  50,000  Spaniards,  though  commanded 
by  the  prince  of  Parma  ?  And  what  our  ancel- 
tors  would  have  done,  why  cannot  we  do? 
We  are  beyond  all  comparifon  more  united 
than  they  were :  but  we  are  not  as  much 
traded  :  Woe  be  to  thole  who  dare  to  fay  we 
do  not  as  much  deferve  it. 

It  is  computed  that  the  people  of  England 
amount  to  (even  or  eight  millions :  This  is 
thought  a  moderate  computation.  And  if  the 
twentieth  pcrlon  (Vhich  would  be  no  great 
grievance,  when  their  all  is  at  dake)  were 
armed  and  dilciplined,  and  every  parilh  tup- 
plied  with  a  cannon,  I  would  ask  what  nation, 
or  what  confederacy  of  nations,  would  in¬ 
vade,  or  even  dare  to  think  of  invading  you  ? 
when  you  are  tuus  lecure  at  home,  your 
powerful  fleets  might  range  the  wide  ocean 

uncontrolled. 
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uncontrolled,  and  be  fure  to  meet  with  no  other 
enemies  but  the  winds  and  the  waves. 

I  am  too  much  tranfported  with  the  view 
•  of  feeing  my  country  emerge  from  her  pre- 
fent  uniortunate  fttuation,  to  fo  great  fe  icity, 
that  lean  fcarce  let  myfelf  down  to'anfvver  a 
mean  obje&ion  againft  this  glorious  fcheme  ; 
which  is,  that  all  thefe  advantages  would  in¬ 
deed  flow  Irom  the  meafure  propofed ,  but 
that  a  people,  taxed  as  we  are,  necellarily,  or 
unnecelTarily,  ought  not,  in  found  policy,  to 
be  milled  with  arms  ;  and,  if  thefe  objectors 
have  learning  enough  they  may  quote  a  laying 
of _ Homer  to  fupport  their  objection,  av%s  yao 

e<pe?OLfTctl  ccvS'gct  ctS'igoS)  (ITYHS  Cllous  tempt  lI 

man  to  violence.  This  is  an  objection  that 
may  be  whifpered,  but  will  never  be  avowed  ; 
and  becaufe  it  will  never  be  avowed,  it  does 


not  deferve  to  be  anfwered. 

That  you  will  obtain  a  militia  bill  next 
felTions  of  parliament  I  make  no  doubt  :  d  he 
repeated  addrefles  from  every  part  of  the 
nation  will  I  dare  fay  prevail  with  the  mind- 
try,  ftunned  with  the  difgrace  and  lobs  the 
nation  has  fuftained,  and  ft  ill  more  fo  with 
the  national  clamors  lor  an  inquiry  into  the 
caufes  of  that  difgrace  and  lofs,  to  gratify 
you  with  fbmething  like  a  militia  bill,  clogged, 
and  intangled  with  tuch  clautes  and  provilions, 
as  will  render  it  inadequate  to  all  national  pur- 
pofes  ;  fufficient  indeed  to  filence  you,  but  not 
to  defend  you.  !3e  upon  your  guard  there¬ 
fore 
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tore  againft  any  captious  militia  bill,  lb  eh  a 

one  as  may  be  calculated  to  render  all  militia 
tmpiauicable,  and  ridiculous,  and  what 

You  ha^  CVCn  ,  dan?r0US  y^r  Gertie- 
„  ;  1  e  a  ^ht  to  lee  the  bill  before  it  is 

palled ;  you  have  a  right  to  folicit  your  repre- 
entatives  againft  any  claufes  in  it  which  you 
may  dtiLce  :  You  have  petitioned  for  a  militia 
bill,  but  you  have  not  petitioned  for  an  inef¬ 
fectual  one,  lor  an  impracfticable,  for  a  ridicu- 

°Ur’-  i  na  danSer°us  one;  but  for  fuch  a 
militia  bill  as  lhall  fecure  your  king,  and 

sr;! :  c  iuch  a  °re  t,freiore  ^  * 

light  to  fohcit  with  modefty,  but  with  firm- 
nefs ;  and,  it  you  do  this,  you  are  fure  to 
ootam  it :  For  if  the  concurrent  voice  of  the 
electors  or  England  cannot  obtain  a  bill  which 
they  think  neceflary  for  their  liberty,  and  the 

defence  of  that  liberty,  they  from  that  mo¬ 
ment  ceafe  to  be  free. 


X  o  give  our  minifters  their  due,  when  very 
lately  they  faw  the  nation  fet  againft  the  Jews 
bill,  or  which  much  might  bcr  faid,  they  re¬ 
pealed  it;  And  can  you  doubt  your  power 
alter  this,  when  nothing  can  be  faid  againft 
the  bill  you  defire  ?  But  I  will  fuppofe  you 
now  in  the  pofleflion  of  an  effectual  militia 
act.  How  long  do  you  imagine  you  will  con- 
tinue  in  the  pofleflion  of  it?  As  long  as  the 
t  anger  *a-lS>  ancl  no  longer.  Nothing  can  fe¬ 
cure  this  invaluable  blefling  to  you,  but  annual 
pa;  laments ;  and  nothing  can  fecure  annual 

parliaments, 
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parliaments,  but  a  militia  abb  Gain  them 
both,  my  dear  countrymen,  and  you  will  pre¬ 
fer  ve  them  both ;  but  if  you  want  either,  the 
other  will  be  precarious. 

And  now  give  me  leave  to  congratulate  you 
that  your  government  is  already  arrived  fo 
near  to  perfection,  that  nothing  but  the 
obtaining  thele  two  aCts  is  wanting  to  com¬ 
plete  it. 

I  doubt  not,  Gentlemen,  but  many  of  you, 
as  well  as  myfelf,  have  read  every  thing  that 
either  ancient  or  modern  authors  have  written 
upon  government :  Rut  no  authors  have  can- 
vafled  this  matter  fo  accurately  as  the  Greeks : 
For,  as  Pliny  fays  in  fpeaking  of  Marlin, 
which,  I  hear,  has  been  praCtifed  in  fome 
parts  of  this  nation  with  great  fuccefs,  quid 
enim  intent at um  Hits  i  what  have  they  left 
unattempted  ?  Among  other  arts  and  tciences, 
which  thefe  authors,  far  fuperior  to  all  others, 
have  treated  of,  they  have  given  a  particular 
attention  to  government,  which  one  of  their 
belt  writers,  Ariftotle,  has  called  the  greatefl 
of  foiences,  as  it  provides  for  the  happinefs 
of  all  mankind :  This  philofopher,  as  well 
as  others  of  his  countrymen,  has  fhewn  by 
invincible  reafons  that  monarchy,  ariftocracy, 
and  democracy,  are  in  themielves  impeded: ; 
and  that  the  only  perfect  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  is  That,  which  confifts  in  a  union  of  ail 
three. 

This, 


\ 
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-  1  liis,  Gentlemen,  is  your  fdrm  of  govern - 
liicat,  which  the  wiled  men  this  world  ever 
iaw  pre.’erred  to  all  others,  and  which  you 
now  live  under:  This  is  the  government 
winch  your  Saxon  ancedors  delivered  down 
to  you ;  and  This  the  government  which 
they  enjoyed  with  very  little  alteration  lor 
about  thirteen  hundred  years:  Cherifh'and  ad- 
mae  this  form  ol  government:  admire  the 
wifdom,  as  you  have  ielt  the  glorious  effeds 
Oy  it :  Let  it  not  perish  in  your  hands,  but 
deliver  it  down  to  your  poderity  as  ported  as 
you  received  it  from  your  ancedors.  Redore 
youri'eives  to  annual  parliaments,  and  a  mi¬ 
litia,  which  they  enjoyed ;  and  make  ufe'  of 
both  to  the  fupport  of  the  bell  of  kings,  and 
the  bell  ol  conditutions.  ,  r 

And  here  I  cannot  help  wondering  how 
your  Saxon  ancellors  came  by  lo  perfect  a  ly- 
llem  o!  government.  They  are  reprefented 
by  ail  hiilorians  to  have  been  a  moll  ignorant 
people,  when  they  came  hither ;  and  by  all 
our  accounts  of  them  they  certainly  were  fo  : 
The  la  w,  enaded  by  them  after  their  conver- 
lion  to  Chrillianity,  by  which  a  felon  faved 
his  hie  only  by  reading,  plainly  proves  their 
ignorance  :  And  we  may  reafonably  conclude 
that  the  countrymen  of  tliefe  adventurers,: 
who  came  hither,  had  no  more  learning  than 
their  colony.  How  came  it  to  pals  then,  that 
lo  ignorant  a  people  fliould  be  in  polTehion  ol¬ 
io  wife  a  form  of  government  ?  If  at  that 
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period  of  time  they  had  been  traditionally 
inaflers  of  a  true  lyftem  of  aftronomy,  every 
reafoning  man  would  prefently  lay  that  in  early 
ages  the  ancedors  of  this  people  had  a  great 
deal  of  agronomical  learning,  but  that  by 
Ibme  conqueds,  and  devaluations,  a  thing 
we  know  has  often  happened,  their  learning 
was  loft,  and  the  tradition  prelerved :  And 
have  we  not  reafort  to  conclude  tire  fame 
thing,  when  we  find  an  ignorant  people  in 
podeflion  of  the  trued:  fydem  of  govern¬ 
ment  ? 

I  now  return,  my  dear  countrymen,  front 
conjectures  to  certainties  :  and  nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  you  are,  at  this  indant,  upon, 
a  wrong  {cent.  You  are  all  petitioning  that  an 
inquiry  may  be  made  into  the  lols  of  Minorca, 
and  into  many  other  grievances  which  you 
have,  no  doubt,  great  reafon  to  complain  of: , 
But,  before  I  let  you  know  my  thoughts  upon 
this  fubjedt,  I  do  allure  you,  upon  the  word 
of  a  Gentleman  (  and,  though  I  do  not  fet  my 
name  to  this  pamphlet,  it  may,  notwithdand- 
ing  all  the  precautions  1  can  take,  be  known 
that  I  am  the  author  of  it;  in  which  eale-  if 
the  adurance  I  now  give  you  is  not  true,  X 
lhall  be  looked  upon  as  the  word  of  men} 

I  do.  allure  you  then,  that  I  never  have  re¬ 
ceived,  nor  ever  expedt  to  receive,  any  favour 
from  any  minidry.  I  do  not  think  that  what 
X  have  already  faid,  Hands  much  in  need  of 
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this  apology  ;  but  what  I  have  to  add,  may. 
-tt  is  my  opinion  therefore,  Gentlemen,  that 
y  ou  are  acting  like  a  man,  who  has  received  a 
treacherous  wound  from  a  ruffian,  and  inftead 
ot  lending  for  a  furgeon,  to  drels  his  wound, 
lends  for  a  bully  to  revenge  it. 

J  am  willing  to  own  that  you  have  all  the 
realon  in  the  world  to  complain  of  your  late 
lols  of  Minorca,  which  is  ftill  aggravated  by 
the  Jhameful  manner  in  which  it  was  loft  :  I 
am  willing  to  allow  that  you  have  long  been, 
and  ftill  are,  taxed  not  only  unneceftarily,  but 
wantonly ;  and  without  having  received  any 
bene  it  rrom  tnele  taxes,  but  the  no  defence  of 
your  pofleftions  and  properties :  Nay  I  am 
willing  to  allow  every  thing  that  is  alledged, 
not  proved,  in  my  fourth  letter  to  the  people 
or  England.  However,  let  us  fuppofe  all  this 
to  cc  true :  Does  it  therefore  become  your 
wifdom  to  petition  for  revenge  inftead  of  re- 
drefs?  I  verily  believe  the  latter  will  be  eafier 
obtained,  than  the  former,  and  I  am  fure  it 
will  be  more  to  your  advantage.  Revenge 
is  a  Froward  pad  ion,  and  the  vice  of  an  un- 
governed,  or  an  uncultivated  mind  :  But  a 
deftre,  an  attempt  to  redrels  grievances,  is  a 
manly  virtue,  and  the  charatfteriflic  of  an 
Englilhman,  fince  to  this  defire  and  attempt 
you  owe  every  privilege  you  enjoy. 

Change  then  your  petitions  for  inquiries, 
which,  as  things  are  now  circumftanced  will 
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end  in  nothing,  into  petitions  for  a  general 
militia  bill,  and  for  annual  parliaments. 
Whether  millions  have  been  laviilied,  or  hoard¬ 
ed,  the  inquiries  you  are  fo  zealous  for  will 
leave  the  public  equally  defrauded  of  both. 
The  terrors  indeed  of  thefe  inquiries,  which 
it  may  be  you  did  not  intend,  may  accelerate 
the  palling  of  thefe  two  bills  fo  ellential  to 
your  fecunty  and  liberty.  But  then  you  mud 
make  the  palling  of  thefe  a  condition  lor  wav¬ 
ing  all  inquiries  into  former  milmanagements  ? 
By  this  means  you  will  give  an  opportunity  to 
the  innocent  of  proving  their  innocence  :  and 
to  the  guilty  of  attoning  for  their  guilt. 

Thele  are  the  meafures  recommended  to 
you  by  one,  who  is  embarked  in  the  fame 
vellel  with  yourfelves ;  who  derives  his  only 
hopes  of  liberty  from  annual  parliaments,  and 
his  only  hopes  of  lecurity  from  a  general 
militia.  But,  in  purfuing  thefe  meafures,  I 
mull  alfo  recommend  to  you  to  truft  to  your¬ 
felves  alone  :  Your  leaders  have  often  facrificed 
your  interefi,  and  the  mod  foiemn  promifcs, 
made  and  reiterated  to  fecure  your  liberty,  for 
places,  pendons,  dignities,  and  even  the  low, 
the  dirty  confideration  of  a  prefent  pecuniary 
advantage  :  Thefe  are  the  patriots  you  gene- 
roufly  truded  ;  and  thefe  are  the  patriots,  who 
fhamefuUy  betrayed  you.  Macbeth  murdered 
deep,  and  woe  be  to  thole,  who  murdered 
confidence  :  But  this  woe  has  long  dnee  over- 
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nmnl^T*  and’,1,r0ra  bfing  the  ic!ois  of  the 

fraud  kH  17  are>l  h  'e  °dlCr  ido!s  when  the 
fraud  is  dj {covered,  become  their  fcorn. 

Inltead  therefore  o{  trading  to  difearded 

placemen,  transformed  by  reientment  into 

^  t0 70u^elves.  And  why  fliould 
:  '  ‘L*  AC,  u,tcleh  they  h^d  gained  in  you 

vvas  powerful  enough  to  raife  .them  to  the 

dignities  they  have  diigraced ;  and  fhall  not 
>our  own  mtereft  be  powerful  enough  to 
ootam  that  liberty  and  fecurity  for  y0Ur- 
elves  which  you  will  never  abufe?  Even" your 
former  difappointments  Ihewed  your  power- 

Jnd  ’  1  y°tl  concur  in  purfuing  the  meafures 

I  lecommend  to  you,  your  fuccefs  will  con- 
firm  it. 

It  the  lead  fpark  of  revenge  dill  glows  in 
the  minds  oi  any  of  you,  which  I  ihould  won- 
dcr  at,  fince  brave  men  are  not  revengeful 
remember  the  great  examples  of  the  Athenians,’ 
and  Romans:  The  former,  having  differed  all 
forts  oi  oppreffions  from  their  thirty  tyrants 
fupported  by  their  enemies  the  Lacedarmo- 
niaus,  aitcr  great  draggles,  redeemed  them- 
l elves,  and  redored  liberty  to  their  country  • 
anu,  by  an  ever  memorable  decree,  granted 
an  amueuy toad Wiio  had  oppofed,  or  betray¬ 
ed  that  liberty.  And,  after  the  death  of  Cadar, 
Cicero  judly  values  himfelf  for  having  renew¬ 
ed  this  example  of  the  Athenians ;  and  for 

having 
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having  introduced  a  law  for  a  general  amnefty 
to  all  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  late  con- 
tefts  for  domination,  or  liberty. 

There  is  fomething  fo  noble  in  thefe  exam¬ 
ples,  that  every  man  mud  applaud  the  authors 
who  gave  fuch*  excellent  Mbits  of  humanity 
to  all  Succeeding  ages :  While  a  reformation 
laid  in  blood,  in  confutations,  or  other  punifh- 
ments,  fervesonly  to  perpetuate  the  animohtv 
of  one  part  of  a  nation  againft  the  other,  and 
to  intail  upon  families  the  defire  of  a  retalia¬ 
tion,  whenever  they  have  an  opportunity  to 
exert  it.  How  much  more  does  it  become  the 
generofity  and  fp  rit  of  Englishmen  to  purfiie 
the  obtaining  thefe  two  conftitutional  adts  by 
conftitutional  means,  which,  if  vigoroully  ap¬ 
plied,  will  furely  obtain  them ,  and  to  accept 
an  acquiefcence  in  thofe  adts,  as  an  attonement 
for  all  you  have  differed,  and  all  you  have 
feared:  Much  have  you  differed  no  doubt, 
and  more  have  you  juftly  feared  ;  but  the  ob¬ 
taining  thefe  two  adds  will  provide  againft  the 
return  of  your  bufferings  and  tears  more  effec¬ 
tually  than  the  punifhment,  how  great  Soever, 
of  all  the  guilty. 

Humanity  therefore  and  your  intereft  here 
coincide,  which  they  always  will  do,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  low  arts  of  trifling  politicians  to 
fet  them  at  variance ;  and  both  join  their  force 
to  induce  you  to  aim  invariably  at  thefe  two 

points,  annual  parliaments,  and  a  general  mi¬ 
litia  ; 
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naa ;  without  fuffering  yourfelves  to  be  de¬ 
luded  either  by  your  defire  of  revenue  chi¬ 
merical  m  its  view,  and  unjuftifiable  m  its 
enc  >  by  prom  ifes  often  forfeited ;  by  deiavs 
now  ns  dangerous  as  refufals  ;  or  by  any  other 
aas  ot  men  linking  under  a  burden,  and  un¬ 
willing  to  refign  it,  to  abandon  your  lad 

lopes  or  prelerving  your  liberty,  and  inde  ¬ 
pendence. 


Every  Englitli  reader  of  the  Englifli  hiftory 
mult  have  observed  with  concern,  the  many 
ltruggles  which  our  liberty  has  undergone 
from  the  great  interruption  it  met  with  at  the 
Norman  conqueft,  through  the  various  at¬ 
tempts  formed  againft  it  by  our  ambitious 
tangs,  but  chiefly  by  the  weakeft,  till  it  fettled 
upon  its  own  balls,  the  mutual  confidence  of 
the  prince  and  people  in  the  reign  of  our  nIo~ 
nous  queen  Elizabeth  :  But  this  confidence 
was  foon  dillolved  by  her  fuccellor,  whotranE 
nutted  to  his  Ion,  and  grandfons,  an  uniform 
defign  to  inflave  their  people,  with  as  uniform 
an  inability  to  cifccl  it.  The  laft  of  thefe 
pui  fried  the  lame  hereditary  defign  with  more 
violence  and  lefs  parts,  than  either  of  his  an- 
ceftors  :  and,  by  adding  bigotry  to  defpotifm 
improved  the  weaknefs  of  his  family.  By  a 
fcheme  calculated  to  divide  the  fpoils  of  our 
liberty  between  tyranny,  which  our  anceflors 
had  long  refilled,  and  popery,  which  they  had 
long  del  piled,  he  forced  them  into  this  alterna¬ 
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live,  either  to  be  (laves,  or  to  dethrone  the 
author  ot  their  flavery.  They  wifely  choie 
the  Jaft ;  and,  by  expelling  a  prince  unworthy 
to  reign,  they  renewed,  not  edablilhed,  this 
ufeful  maxim,  that,  in  limited  monarchies, 
all  power  is  derived  from  thofe,  for  whofe 
benefit  alone  all  power  is  indituted,  the 
people. 

In  con feq ue nee  of  this  maxim  they  gave 
what  they  had  a  right  to  give,  the  crown,  to 
king  William ;  and,  in  confequence  of  the 
fame  maxim,  they  fettled  that  dignity  upon 
the  prelent  royal  family.  Under  the  landtion 
of  this  right,  the  bed  of  all  others,  his  rna- 
jedy’s  royal  father,  and  his  prefent  majefty, 
have  enjoyed  their  well  deferved  dignities, 
without  ever  deviating,  in  one  (ingle  indance, 
from  the  contract  with  their  people  from 
whom  they  derived  them.  And  let  no  one 
fuppole  the  contract  I  mention,  between  an 
Englilh  king  and  his  fubje&s,  to  be  an  imagi¬ 
nary  thing :  Since  one  realon,  and  a  ftrong 
one  too,  given  by  both  houfes  of  parliament 
for  the  depofition  of  king  James  the  fecond, 
was,  that  he  had  broken  the  original  contrail 
between  king  and  people. 

From  this  Ihort  furvey  of  the  hiftory  of 
your  country,  you  will  be  confcious  of  your 
own  rights ;  and  oblerve  that  the  weakeft  of 
your  princes  always  oppofed,  and  the  wiled 
always  fopported  your  liberties.  It  is  the 
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ttiotl  gmrious,  and  now  ahnoft  the  fingulai4 
prerogative  of  a  king  of  England  to  reign  over 
Jt  free-  people.  The  power  of  a  king  of 
Haves,  is,  and  can  only  be,  fupported  by 
force ;  bur  1  hat  of  a  king  of  freemen,  is, 
and  can  only  be,  fupported  by  choice :  The 
ircer  thererore  the  fiiojedts  of  the  latter  are, 
tne  more  glorious  wdi  be  their  fbvereign  :  And 
what  can  contribute  fb  much  to  the  freedom 
01  die:  people  of  this  nation,  and  confecjuentiy 
to  the  glory  of  their  fbvereign,  as  annual 
parliaments  t  (  And  what  can  contribute  fb 
effectually  to  the  fecunty  of'  both,  as  a  gene¬ 
ra!  militia  ? 

If  thefe  two  beneficial,  I  may  fay  neceflary, 
acts  are  palled  in  the  prefent  reign,  the  glory 
and  honour  of  both  will  be  juftly  afcribed 
.  by  pofterity  to  his  majefty.  The  advifers  of 
thefe  falutary  meafures,  and,  among  the  firft 
the  author  of  thefe  Letters,  will  be  buried 
in  oblivion.;  nay  the  names  of  the  miniflers 
who  promoted  them,  if  any  will  promote 
them,  and  I  hole  of  the  members  of  both 
houfes  who  [poke,  and  voted  in  fo  noble  a 
caule  will  be  forgotten  by  pofterity,  who 
will  refer ve  al!  their  gratitude  for  the  amiable 
prince,  in  whole  reign,  and  by  whofe  con¬ 
currence,  they  were  parted:  Juft  as  the 
ole  tribute  of  thanks  is  paid  by  the  Enc- 
h(h  hiftory  to  Edward  the  third  for  the 
two  adds  palled  by  him  for  confirming  the 
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glorious  privilege  of  annual  parliaments,  to 
his  people.  '  - 

Every  reign  in  our  hiftory  confirms  what  I 
have  faid,  that  our  weakeft  and  mod  pufilla- 
nimous  princes  were  enemies  to  the  liberties, 
of  their  fiibjedts,  and  the  wifeft  and  braveft 
the  patrons  of  it.  The  father  and  grandfon 
of  Edward  the  third  are  ftriking  examples  of 
the  former ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  prince  is  no  lefs  a  Ihining  inftance  of 
the  latter.  The  vi&ory  obtained  by  this 
great  prince  over  the  French  at  Crefly ;  the 
victory  obtained  by  Ins  ion  over  the  fame 
enemy  at  Poitiers,  where  he  took  their  king 
prifoner,  were  indeed  glaring  atchievements  ; 
but,  like  the  bonfires;  that  were  light  to  cele¬ 
brate  thofe  victories,  they  produced  a  blaze, 
and  left  behind  them  no  other  remains,  than 
reputation.  Whereas  die  adt  de  pvoditioiubusy 
by  which  all  treafons,  before  indefinite,  were 
afeertained ;  and  the  two  acts  i o r  annual  par¬ 
liaments,  with  many  more  of  me  like  ten¬ 
dency,  all  pafled  m  this  king’s  reign,  were 
permanent  benefits  to  his  people,  and  deieive 
not  only  the  gratitude,  and  apptauie,  out  the 
imitation  of  aii  their  defendants. 

The  honour  therefore  of  your  fovereign,  of 
which  I  am  perfuaded  you  are  as  jealous^  as  of 
your  own;  the  liberty  and  freedom  01  pai- 
liaments  ;  the  prefervation  of  your  liberty,  m 
defence  of  which  io  many  thousands  of  your 
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anccftors  i°ft  their  lives;  and  the  lecurity  of 
tins  ifland,  all  call  upon  you  to  exert  your- 
ie  ves  at  tins  important  juncture,  and  to  ob¬ 
tain  annual  parliaments,  and  a  general  mili¬ 
tia,  as  the  only  means  now  left,  both  to 
iecure  thefe  bleflings  to  yourfelves,  and  tranf- 
nut  them  to  your  pollerity. 


FINIS. 


